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Methodology
 Live telephone survey of likely November 2018 voters

 Conducted April 18-24, 2018

 400 interviews; overall margin of error ±4.9 percentage points

 Interviews were conducted by trained, professional interviewers; landlines and mobile 
phones included

 Where applicable, results compared with the following:

Methodology Dates Sample Size Margin of Error EMC #

Telephone Survey Feb 5-11, 2018 400 ±4.9 percentage points 18-6643

Please note that due to rounding, some percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.
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Project Purpose
 The primary purpose of this voter opinion research is to identify the level of 

support for a potential $150,900,000 bond measure for the November 2018 
ballot, to provide funding to upgrade school safety and security systems and 
update classrooms and other academic facilities.  
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Key Findings
 Voters continue to recognize the high quality of education provided by Davis 

public schools, and they rate the quality and safety of schools and grounds 
positively as well.

 Support for a bond measure for school updates is above the 55% threshold 
for passage, but total support is somewhat soft. 

 Among voters, modernizing classrooms and labs to meet current academic 
standards and basic repairs to keep schools in good condition are high 
priorities for bond expenditures. 

 Reassuring voters that all funds will be spent locally on Davis schools and that 
funds will modernize classrooms and bring school facilities up to date helps 
solidify support for the measure.



Issue Environment
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Davis Right Direction/Wrong Track

Q4. Do you think things here in Davis are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel that things are 
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

The vast majority of Davis voters are optimistic about the direction of the area.

64% 69%

24%
19%

Feb-18 April-18

Right Direction Wrong Track
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Davis JUSD Need for Funding

Q5. Would you say that public schools in the Davis Joint Unified School District have a great need for more 
money, some need for more money, only a little need for more money, or no real need for more money? 

Two thirds now say there is at least some need for additional funding for Davis public schools. 

20%

24%

35%

43%

18%

13%

14%

10%

12%

11%

56%

67%

27%

20%

Feb-18

April-18

Great need Some need (Don't know) Little need No need
Total 
Need

Little/No 
Need
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District Ratings 

Q6-Q10. Regardless of whether or not you have children currently in school, using a scale of excellent, good, 
only fair, or poor, please rate the following areas relating to the Davis Joint Unified School District:

The District receives high marks for quality of education and the quality and safety of schools and grounds. 

40%

27%

25%

17%

5%

46%

49%

53%

58%

38%

5%

9%

6%

7%

21%

8%

12%

14%

15%

26%

2%

3%

2%

3%

11%

85%

76%

78%

75%

42%

10%

15%

16%

18%

37%

The quality of education

The overall safety of schools
and grounds

The quality of schools and
grounds

The job the Davis Joint Unified
School District is doing overall

The management of District
monies

Excellent Good (Don't Know) Only Fair Poor
Total 
Pos.

Total 
Neg.



Bond Measure
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Initial Vote

Q11. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Initial support for a bond measure is above the 55% threshold needed for passage, but total support may be somewhat soft.

To upgrade school safety and security systems, update classrooms, science labs, innovation labs and facilities to 
meet current academic standards, and equip classrooms with twenty-first century learning technology, shall Davis 
Joint Unified School District issue $150,900,000 in bonds, at legal interest rates, raising an average of $10,000,000 
annually to repay bonds while they are outstanding, at an estimated rate of $60 per $100,000 of assessed value, 

with citizen oversight, annual audits, no funds for administrator salaries, and funds staying local? 

Solid 58%

Solid 27%

Lean 9%

Lean 3%

Yes
67%

No
30%

(Undecided)
3%
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Bond Measure Initial Support, by Subgroup

Q11. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Solid support among high propensity voters is just under the 55% threshold.

58%

72%

55%

51%

57%

58%

66%

53%

63%

56%

54%

9%

6%

7%

13%

6%

9%

9%

8%

8%

10%

8%

67%

78%

62%

63%

63%

68%

75%

62%

71%

66%

62%

Overall

18-39 (27%)

40-64 (42%)

65+ (31%)

Parent of current DJUSD student (24%)

Other (76%)

Renter/ Other (39%)

Homeowner (61%)

Low propensity voter (Voted 0-3/6) (39%)

Mid propensity voter (Voted 4-5/6) (24%)

High propensity voter (Voted 6/6)  (37%)

Solid Yes Lean Yes Total Yes
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Measure Components

Q12-Q26. I’m going to read you a list of items that could be included in the Davis Joint Unified School District bond measure. After each one, 
please rate how important that item is to you, using a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all an important, and 7 means extremely important.

Measure components that emphasize updating and modernizing classrooms are particularly important to voters. Basic repairs 
like plumbing and electrical and keeping schools in good condition are also high priorities.

42%

41%

37%

35%

35%

34%

33%

22%

23%

18%

23%

20%

21%

23%

19%

19%

20%

20%

21%

22%

22%

83%

84%

75%

78%

76%

77%

78%

Update classrooms, science labs, innovation labs,
and facilities to meet current academic standards

Modernize science, technology, engineering, arts,
and math classrooms and labs

Improve school access for students and staff with
disabilities

Keep schools clean, well maintained & in good
condition

Maximize energy efficiency and water conservation
to save money

Replace aging plumbing and electrical systems

Update classrooms for career technical education
and workforce training programs

7 - Extremely Important 6 5 Total Important
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Measure Components

Q12-Q26. I’m going to read you a list of items that could be included in the Davis Joint Unified School District bond measure. After each one, 
please rate how important that item is to you, using a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all an important, and 7 means extremely important.

Other projects are also important to most.

31%

28%

27%

26%

26%

20%

16%

15%

24%

17%

20%

21%

16%

16%

17%

11%

20%

23%

22%

21%

21%

25%

25%

16%

75%

69%

68%

68%

62%

61%

58%

43%

Equip classrooms with 21st century learning
technology

Upgrade school safety and security systems

Replace aging portables with permanent
classrooms

Provide outdoor learning spaces for science,
gardening, and agriculture

Upgrade earthquake safety

Make safety improvements to playgrounds &
athletic fields

Provide multi-purpose/auditorium space for school
and community use

Provide an aquatic facility at Davis Senior High
School for school and community use

7 - Extremely Important 6 5 Total Important
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Support Messages

Q27-Q32. Next I’d like to read you statements from people who SUPPORT the potential bond measure. After each one, please tell me
how convincing that statement is as a reason to vote FOR the measure – very convincing, somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or 
not at all convincing.

Voters react positively to messages about the revenue staying local, upgrading aging buildings, and modernizing classrooms 
and labs to keep pace with today’s standards.

51%

45%

44%

32%

41%

36%

82%

85%

79%

All of the revenue from this measure will be spent here on our local school 
facilities and cannot be taken away by the state; and no funds may be 

spent on administrators’ salaries.

Many of the buildings in Davis schools are over fifty years old. This bond 
measure will make necessary repairs & upgrades in our schools… to 

provide a safe, healthful learning environment for students.

The requirements for success are rapidly changing in the 21st century. Our 
classrooms and labs need to be modernized to meet today’s educational 

standards for science, technology, engineering, arts, and math.

Very Convincing Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing

Many of the buildings in Davis schools are over 50 years old. This bond 
measure will make necessary repairs and upgrades in our schools 

including replacing old plumbing and electrical systems, and upgrading 
earthquake safety to provide a safe, healthful learning environment for 

students.
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Support Messages

Q27-Q32. Next I’d like to read you statements from people who SUPPORT the potential bond measure. After each one, please tell me
how convincing that statement is as a reason to vote FOR the measure – very convincing, somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or 
not at all convincing.

Good schools as a part of maintaining the community as a desirable place to live, and proper oversight are also compelling 
reasons to support the bond measure for most.

39%

37%

32%

34%

39%

32%

74%

76%

63%

Good schools are part of what makes our community a desirable place to
live. By keeping our schools strong, we maintain high property values in

the Davis area.

A citizen’s oversight committee and annual audits will ensure all funds 
from this measure are spent on Davis schools, as promised. 

There is nothing more important than protecting our children while they
are at school. This measure will upgrade essential school safety and

security with fencing, security cameras and access control.

Very Convincing Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing
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Vote After Support

Q33. Given what you’ve heard, would you vote yes or no on a measure that reads:

After the presentation of additional information, solid support for the measure increases by 10 percentage points.

Solid 58%

Solid 27%

Solid 68%

Solid 24%

Lean 9%

Lean 3%

Lean 4%

Lean 2%

Yes 67%

No 30%

(Undecided)
3%

Yes 71%

No 26%

(Undecided)
3%

Initial After Support
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Opposition Statements

Q34-Q36. Next I’d like to read you statements from people who OPPOSE the bond measure. After each one, 
please tell me how convincing that statement is as a reason to vote AGAINST the measure – very convincing, 
somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or not at all convincing. 

Many voters react strongly to an opponents’ message about DJUSD’s prior parcel tax, and the federal tax change also 
resonates as a reason to oppose the measure.

30%

22%

19%

28%

39%

26%

58%

61%

45%

The District just passed a parcel tax in 2016. They need to learn to be
more responsible with their money, rather than continuing to ask

the voters to bail them out.

With the new federal tax bill, homeowners won’t be able to deduct 
the cost of local taxes. That makes these taxes even more expensive 

for homeowners. 

Taxes in our area are already high enough. We should reject this
measure to prevent tax increases for local homeowners.

Very Convincing Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing
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Vote After Opposition 

Q37. Given everything you’ve heard, would you vote yes or no on a $150,900,000 bond measure for Davis 
Joint Unified School District?

After opposition messages, support for a bond declines but remains above 55%.

Solid 58%

Solid 27%

Solid 68%

Solid 24%

Solid 63%

Solid 29%

Lean 9%

Lean 3%

Lean 4%

Lean 2%

Lean 4%

Lean 2%

Yes 67%

No 30%

(Undecided)
3%

Yes 71%

No 26%

(Undecided)
3%

Yes 66%

No 31%

(Undecided)
3%

Initial After Support After Opposition
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Conclusions
 Voters understand the high quality of education provided by local schools 

and are willing to invest in keeping them up to date.

 A bond measure appears viable for the November 2018 ballot. 

 Although some voters initially appear somewhat hesitant to support the 
measure, information about how the bond will help modernize classrooms 
and keep schools in good repair helps solidify support substantially. 

 A significant portion of voters are sensitive to opposition messages 
emphasizing how this measure will add to the tax burden. A strong, privately 
funded communications effort is therefore recommended to ensure voters 
are aware of the benefits this measure will provide for local students. 
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